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Paradoxes and Tensions 
associated with the model of social progress

Economic growth Ecological stress and unsustainable

patterns of consumption & production

Poverty reduction Vulnerability, inequality, 
and exclusion 

Interconnected world Division, intolerance 
and conflict



Reaffirming a Humanistic Approach
to Education and Development

Fundamental Principles

ü Concern for sustainable human and social 

development

ü Recognizing the diversity of lived realities while 

reaffirming a core of universal ethical values

Fundamental purpose of education

To enhance and sustain the dignity and capacity of 

the human person in relation to others and to 

nature



Sustainable Development Goal 4

Outcome Targets [7]

4.1 Quality primary/secondary education for all

4.2 Early childhood  & pre-primary education

4.3 Equal access to TVET & higher education

4.4 Relevant skills for work

4.5 Gender equality & equal access for all

4.6 Youth and adult literacy

4.7 Global citizenship education for 
sustainability

Means of implementation [3]

4.a Safe & inclusive learning 
environments

4.b Scholarships for higher education

4.c Teachers’ training and working 
conditions

Goal 4 : Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all



Health and Well-being
Target 3.7: By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health
-care services, including for family planning, information and education, and 
the integration of reproductive health into national strategies and programmes 

Gender Equality
Global Indicator: Number of countries with laws and regulations that guarantee women 
aged 15-49 years access to sexual and reproductive health care, information and education

Decent Work and Economic Growth
Target 8.6: By 2020 substantially reduce the proportion of youth not in employment, 
education or training

Responsible Consumption & Production
Target 12.8: By 2030 ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information 
and awareness for sustainable development and lifestyles in harmony with nature

Climate Change Mitigation
Target 13.3: Improve education, awareness raising and human and institutional 
capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction, and early warning

Education targets/indicators
within other SDGs



SDG4 - Key Features

Principles
Å Universally-relevant
Å Rights-based and a public good

Scope
Å Expanded access to all levels of education 
Å Holistic and lifelong learning approach

Equity
Å Renewed focus on inclusion, equity and gender equality 

Quality
Å Renewed focus on effective acquisition of foundational skills
Å New focus on relevance of learning for decent work
Å New focus on relevance of learning for social and civic life



UNESCO MGIEP’S annual conference in partnership with 
the state government of Andra Pradesh, India 

Transforming Education Conference for Humanity (TECH) 
on digital pedagogies for peaceful and sustainable societies

Vizag Declaration
A call for action on ‘Guidelines for Digital Learning’ 

TECH 2019 
9-11 December 2019 


